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From Our Leadership

In January 2023, I became the first 
male and person of color to serve as 
Managing  Director of the Nineteenth 
Century Charitable Association. I am 
looking forward to working with this 
important, vibrant group of 
committed people. This is a great 
opportunity and I hope to move the 
organization forward.

Welcome to information about the 
Nineteenth Century Charitable 
Association. 
We are dedicated to strengthening our 
community through learning, giving 
and sharing our landmark building. We 
are very proud of our Enrichment 
Programs in the areas of Music, Art, 
Science, Social Science and Literature 
that are held from October through 
May. You can read about our 
Scholarship Program and many other 
activities in the following information. 
We also welcome or new Managing 
Director, Ray Ward. 

Diane Moses, 
President

Ray Ward, 
Managing 
Director



By The Numbers

Membership

350 members 
from the Oak Park/ 
River Forest area

Enrichment Programs

31 weekly programs 
in art, literature, 

music, science, and 
social science

Luncheons

33 weekly 
luncheons, including 
Mix-It-Up Mondays

Scholarships

16 students 
receiving four-year 

scholarships, based on 
academic achievements

Wednesday Wisdom

5 programs, 
including one 
assessing our 
community

Publications

13, including a 
member directory, 
program guide, and 
monthly newsletters

Committees

9, ranging from to 
Building to Programs 
to Membership and 

Community Outreach 

Participation

110+ members 
serve on committees

Extras

13 performances 
by the Free Readers 

Theater



The Membership Experience

“I can always connect with 
the members at my lunch 
table. I’ve learned about 
opera, Pittsburgh, 
teaching as a profession, 
unruly adult children, and 
enjoying grandchildren.”



The Membership Experience

The Nineteenth Century Charitable 
Association is filled with diverse, 
interesting people who love to gather. 
It is composed primarily of women 
over 65. We are 15% men, racially 
diverse, intergenerational, and have 
sexual orientation diversity. We love 
to meet to share our life experiences 
and to learn at our weekly lunches 
and programs.
The Nineteenth is an inclusive and 
equitable association. In 2023 we 
became more diverse in our 
membership, board, and staff. 



Weekly Enrichment Programs

In 2023, more of our in-person 
programs became available over 
Zoom. While we enjoy meeting and 
socializing in person, members had 
access to programs when they 
couldn’t get out due to their illness 
or the illness of their partner. 

The Nineteenth Century Charitable 
Association hosted 31 programs 
offered free to the community, 
ranging across the disciplines of 
art, literature, music, science and 
social science. 



Weekly Enrichment Programs

Feb. 20, 2023—Hermene Hartman Nov. 7, 2022—The Irving Sisters May 8, 2023—Stars at Any Age

March 20, 2023—Dr. Onur ÖztürkMarch 6, 2023—Mia P. Manansala

Presenters are a diverse group covering a 
variety of topics and musical genres. 



Weekly Enrichment Programs

2022-2023 was a year of beautiful and informative programming. World class 
singers from Chicago’s Lyric Opera presented a holiday concert that filled the 
ballroom with members and fans from the community.
When the Irving Sisters sang songs from the 1930s and 1940s, NBC news sent 
Leeann Trotter to interview Diane Moses about programming at the Nineteenth; 
the interview was shown on the local NBC evening news program.
Another highlight was Tara Stamps, who was “Raised in the Shadow of the [Black 
Panther] Party.” She went on to win the race for Cook County Board Commissioner. 

Doug Deuchler gave us an October Program on “Horror, Halloween and Hollywood” 
which was fun and much enjoyed. These programs are the jewel in the crown of 
the Nineteenth Century Charitable Association.



Weekly Enrichment Programs—Sponsors 

Gene and Nancy DeSombre
Robert Hammond
Gert Johnson
Lynn Rains
Dorothy Rog



Celebrating Our History: The Gentle Force, 
Second Edition

On June 30,2022, a reception was held 
to celebrate the publication of the 
second edition of The Gentle Force: A 
History of The Nineteenth Century 
Woman’s Club of Oak Park.  

Written by Carolyn Poplett with Mary 
Ann Porucznik and Georga Parchem, 
the second edition brings the history of 
the Nineteenth Century Charitable 
Association up to the current day. 
Cover design by Allison Poplett.



Founders Memorial Scholarships

Every year the Scholarship Committee selects four graduating seniors from Oak Park River 
Forest High School to receive college scholarships. Scholarships are renewable for each of 
the four years of college attendance. The Annual Scholarship Luncheon celebrates these 
students with their families, school representatives, and members of the Nineteenth.



2023 Scholarship Recipients

Although the Founders 
Memorial Scholarship was 
originally just for female 
students, in 2015 it was 
expanded to include male 
students. In 2023, all 
recipients were boys, pictured 
here with the principal of OPRF 
High School.



Volunteer of the Year: Scholarship Chair 
Janet Barkley

Volunteers are the lifeblood of the 
Nineteenth Century Charitable Association. 
Our members bring many talents to the 
tasks at hand. They schedule programs, plan 
events, reach out to the community, and 
manage our scholarship program. 

Each year, the Nineteenth recognizes 
outstanding volunteers; in 2022-2023, it was 
Janet Barkley, chair of the Scholarship 
Committee.



Community Life—A Day in Our Village



Community Life: Cookies & Cocoa With Santa 

We invited local children to meet Santa and 
enjoy cookies and cocoa. This popular event 
attracts a diverse group.



Community Life: A Night at Mr. Kelly’s Gala

Gentle Force Award 
Winners

Members and supporters came together 
to celebrate the Nineteenth. The April 
gala featured silent and live auctions, 
fabulous food, cocktails, and our annual 
Gentle Force award. We enjoyed 
ourselves and raised money to support 
the Nineteenth Century Charitable 
Association.



Community Life: Needle Arts Group

The Needle Arts Group hand-
crafts garments and blankets for 
local nonprofits, including 
Sarah’s Inn, New Moms, and the 
OPRF Day Nursery. 



Community Life: Book Club

Each month, members and nonmembers 
gather to discuss books they have read. 
The Book Club is open to all; selections are 
based on recommendations by readers and 
cover a range of topics, genres, and 
authors.



Community Life: Art Club

Every other week, amateur 
artists gather to express 
themselves in a variety of 
media. This eclectic group has 
varying ability and skill levels, 
using a variety of papers and 
other art materials. They also 
have great conversations—not 
only about art concepts like 
form, color, and proportion, but 
also about life. 



Community Life: Mahjong

The Mahjong Mavens meet weekly to 
play (using Hong Kong rules) and to 
raise money for the Founders Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. New members are 
always welcome; current members are 
eager to share their knowledge and 
skills.



Community Life: Partnerships

The Historical Society of 
Oak Park and River Forest/ 
OPRF Museum

Oak Park Public Library

Sister House

Beyond Hunger

Housing Forward

Oak Park River Forest 
Community Foundation

Arbor West Neighbors

Opportunity Knocks

Empowering Gardens

New Moms

Infant Welfare

The Free Readers Ensemble

Hepzibah

Oak Park River Forest Day 
Nursery

The Community of 
Congregations

Oak Park Area Lesbian and 
Gay Association (OPALGA)

League of Women Voters

Oak Park River Forest High 
School



Financial Information
Net Assets and Equity, May 1, 2022— $1,176,118

Net Assets and Equity, April 30, 2023— $1,241,306 



Sharing our Landmark Building

When a church needs a home…

When a senior chorus needs to rehearse…

When a PTO needs a place to meet…

When a museum needs to raise funds…

When election day rolls around…

Nonprofit organizations in Oak Park, River 
Forest, and surrounding communities look to 
the Nineteenth.



Sharing Our Landmark Building

Usage

Private 
Rentals

Nonprofit Usage

• In fiscal 2022-2023, 155 nonprofit events 
were held at the Nineteenth Century 
Club.

• Nonprofits received more than $200,000 
in space grants for use of the building.

• Among the nonprofits that benefitted: All 
Nations Church, Fenwick and OPRF High 
Schools, Housing Forward, Hephzibah, 
Frank Lloyd Wright Trust, OPRF Museum, 
The Learning Center, Wonderworks 
Childrens’ Museum, OPALGA, Cluster 
Tutoring, Future Philanthropists, Capelli
Music School and so many more…



Financial Information: Revenue



Financial Information: Expenses



Oak Park Banquets

Oak Park Banquets, Inc. (OPB) is a for-profit Corporation created by  in 
April 2015 as a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Nineteenth. This effort 
strengthened and diversified revenue sources from catering and rentals 
into our mission. Ownership of OPB was fully transferred to The 
Nineteenth Century Charitable Association in April 2018.



Thank you to our supporters!

Donor List
$25,000+
Nancy DeSombre

$10,000+
Patricia Hunt
Allen Parchem
Robin Wienke

$5,000+
Anonymous (1)
Joyce Carey
Ruth Foley
Susan Kelty
Sarah Patton
Nancy Waichler

$2,500+
Janet Barkley
Carol Conboy
McIlroy Family Fund
Georga Parchem
Mary Ann Porucznik

$1,500+
Amy Brinkman
Nan Brouilette
Frances Coe
Joanne Despotes
Brian Flora
Janet Haisman
Rose Hermanns
Fowziya Kelty
Emily King
Christine Majkrzak
Susan Roberts
Helene Slowik
Judy (Hyunchoo) Sora
Marianne Stefanski
Susan Stevens
Robert Trezevant
Debra Walters

$1000+
Susan Adler
Paul Beckwith
Judy Das Gupta
Ted Despotes
Judy Eckberg
Carol Galvanoni
Kathie Gillies
Suzanne Helfrich
Aimee Hilliard
Jerry Hills
Bebsie Jensen
Gertrude Johnson
Joan Mercuri
Sally O'Brien
Leslie Osterberg

$500+
Anonymous (2)
Brigitte Angarita
Elizabeth Celio
Marilyn Fall
Marie Kruse
Don Lennie
Cecily Mango
Margot McMahon
Kathy Moran
Roberta Lyn Rains
Katie Roberts
Linda Tibensky
Elizabeth Velatini
Duwanna Wall
Roger Wilson

$250+
Cathy Bachman
Vicki Bartlett
Dan Browne
Beatrice DeFranco
Don Gillies
Zoe Greco
Mary Ann Hagerty
Kathy Halfpenny
John Hedges
Pat Heil
Emily Hughes
Lamar Johnson
Joyce Loffman

Ellie Marquez
Mary Jane Peterson
Liza Prossnitz
Lois Pye
Gayle Riedmann
Carol Rummel
Shirley Saylor
Edith Schaefer
June Schiel
Diane Stephenson
Linda Walters



$100+
Valeria Abatangelo
Linda Bonner
Judith Bowker
Craig Brumund
Marilyn Brumund
Joyce Callahan
Delilah Chan
Janet Cushing
Shelby Dagis
Robyn D'Alba
Doug Deuchler
Pamela Doman
Trudi Eblen
Jean Edwards
Marybeth Foley
Frances French
Agatha Gallo
Mary Fran Gleason
Joan Greene
Dolores Gruca
Irene Hansen

Harriet Hausman
Phoebe Helm
Meg Herman
Audrey Hickey
Lynne Higgins
Dorothea Hines
Isabel Hiraldo
Nancy Hlavacek
Dale Janush
Mary Kitzberger
Kay  Kuhlman
Carolyn Lemley
Shirley Lieb
Theresa Lipo
Elan Long
Teresa Maganzini
Mary Mangan
Alice McMahon
Gwen Meadows
Dolonna Mecum
Diane Moses
Charlotte O'Donnell

Hannah Olpinski
Lorraine Owles
Tom Pacyga
Alyssa Parchem
Mary Pesceone
Venita Philbrick
Jim Poplett
Donna Poppe
Joyce Porter
Deborah Preiser
Nancy Quinn
Madeleine Raymond
Dorothy Rog
Anna Sadowski
June and Ronald Schiel
Victoria Schnure
Janet Schroeder
Kenn Sinko
Carolyn Skipper
David Sokol
Sandra Sokol
Martha Sorensen

Lois Starbuck
Barbara-Jean Stout
Peter Trantow
Beth Truett
Barbara Volin
John Vriner
Ray Ward
Kyle Wesendorf
Barbara Westerman
Edward White
Phillis Wilson
Martha Woods
Frank Ziegler
Sharon Zinkula

Thank you to our supporters!



Up to $99
Anonymous (1)
Marcia Alpert
Dorothy Anderson
Margaret Bell
Tina Birnbaum
Gayle Blake
Pat Brocken
Mary Burd
Barbara Carlson
Rhonda Carpenter
Susan Cartland-Bode
Debra Chmielewski
Susan Cicelsky
Eileen Cooney
Pamela Deady
Barbara Dolan

Jan Dressel
Perla Estrada
Cheryl Flinn
RoseMary Gange
Roberta Gaynor
Karen Glass
Debb Hammond
Deborah Heer
Denise Helmers
Carla Kanthak
Pamela Kende
Maxine Klein
Carol MacDonald
Janet McEnaney
Arlene Mihelich
Cam Niederman
Ann O'Connell

Rosemary Pacyga
Marcia Pauly
Anthony Pettavino
Diane Pingle
Jennifer Pratt
Joan Rossi
Carmen Salazar
Jane Sands
Edith & Ingo Schaefer
Erika Shorney
Phyllis Skwerski
Mary Ellen Warner
Rose Washington Sanders

Thank you to our supporters!



AA Rental Center

Alioto Gift Shop

Alpine Foods

Angie's Pantry

Nan Brouilette

Chicago Shakespeare Theater

Francis Coe

Carol Conboy

Cooper's Hawk Winery and Restaurant

Covered Affairs

Nancy DeSombre

Fitzgerald's 

Fritzi's Deli

Joan Greene

Deborah Heer

Hemmingway's Bistro

Isabel Hiraldo

Il Vicolo Trattoria

Rita Kuzmenko

La Barra Riverside

Little Gem Café

Jerry Olejniczak

Leslie Osterberg

NCCA Literature Program Committee

NCCA Music Program Committee

Alyssa  Parchem

Georga Parchem

Poor Phil's Bar and Grill

Nancy Sindelar

Carolyn Skipper

Helene Slowik

Lois Starbuck

The Symphony of Oak Park and River 

Forest

Duwanna Wall

Tyrus Watson, Personal Trainer

Roger  Wilson

Thanks to our in-kind donors! 



Allen & Georga Parchem
Janet Barkley
Carol Conboy
Free Readers Ensemble
Mary Gilmore
Pat Heil

Fowzi & Peter Kelty
Susan & John Kelty
Ginger Mitchell
Alyssa Parchem & Isabel Hiraldo
Diane Pingle
Mary Ann Porucznik

Susan Roberts & Robin Wienke
John & Linda Tibensky
Nancy Waichler
Rose Washington Sanders

Donations in honor of…
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